
1. mineral ~ a natural, solid, inorganic substance that 
has a specific chemical makeup

Definition of Minerals Map

Natural Solid Specific 

Chemical 

Make-up

Inorganic

It is not 

made by 

people.

Has a 

definite 

shape and a 

definite 

volume.

Is not alive 

and was 

never alive.

All the 

particles are 

the same.



1. mineral ~ a natural, solid, inorganic substance that 
has a specific chemical makeup

Characteristics of Minerals Map

Color Streak HardnessLuster

All minerals 

have one or 

more colors.

The color of the 

mineral’s 

powder when 

scraped on a 

hard surface.

How shiny is 

the mineral?

How well 

does the 

mineral 

resist 

scratching?

Density

The amount 

of matter in 

a certain 

volume.



1. rock ~ made up of a combination of 1 or more 
different minerals

2. igneous rock ~ rock formed from cooled magma or 
lava

3.metamorphic rock ~ rock that has been changed by 
heat or pressure

4.sedimentary rock ~ rock formed from sediments 
pressed together (sediments are small fragments 
of rock, sand, or organic matter) 



1. weathering ~ the breaking down of rocks into 
smaller pieces

2.mechanical weathering ~ weathering that does not 
change the type of material in a rock

3.chemical weathering ~ weathering that changes the 
type of material in a rock

4.erosion ~ the movement of soil particles from one 
place to another by wind, water, ice, or gravity



Weathering

Chemical

Weathering

Mechanical

Weathering

turns rocks into smaller 

rocks or dust

a new type of material is 

formed

Examples: plant roots grow 

and break rock apart; water 

wears down and smooths 

rock; wind or ice move 

across rocks and break them

Examples: living things (such 

as moss) give off chemicals 

that break down rocks; iron 

containing rocks react with 

air and rust


